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This presentation expands on an article of the same title which appeared online in Economic 
History of Developing Regions. (https://doi.org/10.1080/20780389.2021.1985454) in 
November 2021. This study focuses on the global trade of guinée cloth mainly produced in 
French India and exported to French West Africa from 1826 to 1925. The research first re-
examines the guinée cloth and its role in the western Sahel. Second, it provides how guinée 
cloth had been traditionally made in Pondicherry and how France attempted to reform the 
production. In fact, the guinée cloth produced in the French factories established in French 
India was costly but of poor quality. Consequently, a similar type of cloth made in Europe 
(mainly Great Britain) began replacing the Indian guinée in the Senegalese market in the late 
nineteenth century. Therefore, the producers of the guinée in the French empire supported 
protective measures, although merchants and relevant governments did not always share this 
opinion. Furthermore, the unstable political climate of the early French Third Republic 
caused tariff wars over guinée cloth. Consequently, in addition to the traditional route from 
Saint Louis, Senegal, Indian guinée began being exported from more protected gateways in 
northern Africa along with the expansion of the French controlled territories in West Africa. 
Through the guinée cloth trade, this study demonstrates how colonialism and imperialism 
could lead to globalization. 
 
 
Toyomu Masaki is Professor at Kanazawa University in Japan, where she is teaching World 
Political Economy and Global Economy. She completed her DEA (Development Economics) 
at the University of Bordeaux in France and Ph. D (Economics) in Kobe University in Japan. 
Her research interests are money issues, considering the colonial history of French West 
Africa. Especially, the guinée cloth and the CFA franc are subjects that she mainly focuses on. 
Her recent publications include 'Spheres of Money, Payments, and Credit Systems in the 
Colony of Senegal in the Long Nineteenth Century' in Monetary Transitions: Currencies, 
Colonialism and African Societies. ed. Karin Pallaver (Cham: Palgrave, 2022) pp.55-79 and 
'The colonization of French West Africa and postal money transfer services 1874-1955: 
Seeking the origin of the compte d’opération' in Revue Entreprises et Histoire, no.105 (2021).  

https://doi.org/10.1080/20780389.2021.1985454

