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What is Big History?   



▪ From Big Bang to Present and Future  

▪ Origin stories of everything with scientific knowledge 

▪ Interrelationships with human beings and the nature 

▪ Interdisciplinary research and education  

   between the Natural Sciences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ibhanet.org 

 

http://www.ibhanet.org/


▪ Big History Project by bgC3 since March, 2011 

▪ Co-founders: Bill Gates and David Christian  

▪ 5 schools in the US, 2 schools in Australia in 2011 

▪ 50 schools in the US, 25 schools in Australia,  

   5 schools in Korea in 2012 

 

▪ More than  

  5,000 school  

  teachers  

  participation  

 

 

  Big History Project 



     



     



     



     
  “I watched Big History which is taught by David Christian….The 

course is so broad that it synthesizes the history of everything 

including the sciences into one framework…  

we’re starting some work now to offer a version of Big History for 

high school students free online – It’s something that I am 

incredibly excited about.”   

   - interview with Charlie Rose 

“It weaves together insights and evidence from so many disciplines 

into a single, understandable story – insights from astronomy, 

physics, chemistry, biology, anthropology, history, economics, and 

more.”  

  - Bill Gates on Big History Project 

  “I often hear that kids give up on science because they were 

intimidated by the math, or put off by dissections in biology. David 

got me thinking that big history could excite kids about science and 

learning in general.”   

   - Bill Gates on Big History Project 



     

▪ Big History Course since 2010 at Ewha W. University 

: “A Story of Everything after the Big Bang” 

 

▪ BH Pilot Program for middle and high school students  

: since fall semester, 2012  

 

(1) to creative convergence understanding  

      between the natural sciences and humanities  

 

(2) to understand the nature of global society  

 

(3) to solve global problems  

 
 

   Big History Education in Korea 



     

▪ BH pilot program as an extracurricular education, 2012- 

 : ten units (two hours for one unit)  

   one hour lecture + one hour hands-on activity  

  

▪ BH pilot schools in Korea  

(1) Two middle schools  

(2) Two high schools  

 

 → BH in different educational  

      levels and in public and private schools  

       

▪ Team Teaching 
   → science teachers + humanities/social studies teachers  



     

▪ Integrated center program at Ewha W. University 

: 30 students from 30 different high schools in Seoul  

   

① Big History and Big History Project 

② The Big Bang, the Creation of the Universe 

③ Stars and Elements 

④ The Solar System 

⑤ The Earth  

⑥  Life and Evolution  

⑦  Human Beings and Evolution  

⑧  Agriculture and Global Networks 

⑨  Anthropocene 

⑩  Future  



     

▪ A regular BH course begins at Hana Academy Seoul 

: 2015 for 11th graders as a one-year course 

   

▪ 20 volumes of BH series  
   in Korean for teenagers 



     

▪ Contents of the BH Series (20 Vols.)  

 

1) The Big Bang (2013) 

2) The Universe and Galaxies (2014) 

3) Life of Stars 

4) The Solar System and the Earth (2014) 

5) The Earth and the Moon (2014) 

6) Birth of Life 

7) Emergence and Evolution of Sex (2013) 

8) Evolution of Animals and Plants 

9) Emergence of Primates 

10) Appearance of Human Beings  



     

     

    11) Evolution of Human Beings  

12) Origins of Agriculture (End of 2014) 

13) Emergence and Development of Cities (and States) 

14) Emergence and Falls of Empires  

15) Global Networks (2013) 

16) Climate Change and Human Culture  

17) Population and Infectious Diseases 

18) Development of Science and Technology 

19) Anthropocene 

20) Future 



     

1) 프톨레마이오스의 우주관 

: 우주의 중심은 지구이며, 불완전한 세계인 지구는 완벽하고 투명한 천구(天
球)들로 이루어진 하늘 영역에 의해 둘러싸여 있으며, 하늘에는 달, 행성, 태양
과 별들이 완벽한 원의 주기 궤도에 따라 움직인다는 우주관. 하늘의 배후에
는 천국이 있음 

- 맨 눈으로 보면 태양과 별이 지구를 중심으로 공전하고 있는 것처럼 보였기 

때문에 이러한 천문학적 증거들과 잘 들어맞음 

Humanities Sciences 

▪ Big history bridges different disciplines  

   → meaningful knowledge 

 

▪ NOT pieces!  

  Whole pattern and structure! 


